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As the COVID-19 social distancing requirements remain in place, the Minister for Local 

Government, has issued the “Minister’s Good Practice Guideline MGPG-1: Virtual 

Meetings”. Pursuant to section 87 of the Local Government Act 2020, these guidelines 

ensure that local Government decision making can continue in line with COVID-19 

requirements and further details can be found on the Local Government Victoria website. 

 

These guidelines take effect from 1st May 2020 and will remain in place through to 1st 

November 2020. 

 

While members of the public can no longer attend meetings in person, we have provided 

options for you to interact with us virtually via our Council Meetings page on the Wellington 

Shire Council Website. You are able to interact with Council in two ways: 

• Email through a specific question or comment relating to a particular Council 

Agenda item no later than 1:00pm on the day of the Council Meeting; or 

• For general communication with Council, via the webcasting chat room early in the 

meeting to ensure that your submissions can be dealt with at the end of the 

meeting. 

 

While we face a new way of gathering, we thank you for your continued support and look 

forward to a new way of keeping in touch with all of Wellington Shire. 

 
 
 

 
  

Council Meeting Information 
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“We acknowledge the traditional custodians  
of this land the Gunaikurnai people, 

and pay respects to their elders past and present.” 

 
 

“Almighty God, we ask your blessing upon the Wellington 
Shire Council, its Councillors, officers, staff and their families. 

We pray for your guidance in our decisions so that the 
true good of the Wellington Shire Council may result to 

the benefit of all residents and community groups.” 
Amen 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER 

STATEMENT OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A4 CONFIRMATION OF 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
COUNCIL MEETING/S 

 
   

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A4 ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING/S 
ACTION OFFICER:  GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 

DATE:    2 JUNE 2020 

 
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To adopt the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of 19 May 2020. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No Staff and/or Contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council adopt the minutes and resolutions of the Ordinary Council Meeting of  
19 May 2020. 
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ITEM A7(1) NOTICE OF MOTION: INFORMATION, LINKAGES AND CAPACITY 
BUILDING GRANT 

OFFICER: COUNCILLOR MAHER 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2020 
 
 
 
I, Councillor Maher, hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Ordinary 
Meeting of Council on 2 June 2020.  
 
 
That the mayor writes to the Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing, the Hon Luke 
Donnellan and to Cr Coral Ross, President, Municipal Association of 
Victoria requesting they make representations to the National Disability Insurance Agency 
on behalf of Wellington Shire Council.    
  
That the mayor expresses council’s concern at results of the recent funding round of the 
National Disability Insurance Agency, specifically those under the Information, Linkages and 
Capacity Building program, Economic and Community Participation stream, 2019-
2020 round.  
  
That the mayor ask that the minister and the MAV president seek confirmation of the 
ability of local government organisations to access funding under future 
rounds given council’s understanding that no local government applications were 
successful in the 2019-2020 round.   
  
That the mayor also seeks clarification from the minister regarding any Victorian 
Government funding to support local government in the provision of access and inclusion 
programs and support, previously supported through the Building Inclusive 
Communities for Rural Access program.  
  
That local state and federal members of parliament, Darren Chester, Danny 
O’Brien, Harriet Shing and Jane Garrett receive a copy of this correspondence. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Wellington Shire Council, like all Victorian councils, has for many 
years received Victorian Government funding under the Building Inclusive Communities 
(BIC) for Rural Access program. When it was announced that this funding was to be 
discontinued, all councils were allocated a final six month’s funding to transition to a federal 
funding stream that would continue the valuable support work local government provides for those 
members of our community who experience challenges of access and inclusion due to 
disabilities. For councils to receive the additional six month’s BIC funding, councils were required 
to commit to apply for an ILC grant.  
  
The Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) was supportive of this transition approach and worked 
closely with councils to provide support and assistance in understanding the new federal grant 
program guidelines and the making of applications by councils. The new program, called the 
Information Linkages and Capacity Building (ILC) program is administered by 
the National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA).  
  
Wellington Shire Council applied to the ILC funding round that closed in October 2019, although 
we were often confused about our eligibility, number and type of our applications, in our pursuit of 
transition to a federally funded project for access and inclusion.  
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As an example of the confusion that surrounded this process, we prepared two distinct applications 
for ILC funding under the Economic and Community Participation program stream, one relating to 
employment support and one related to sport. We engaged with partner organisations locally, 
including employment support services providers and GippsSport, to develop comprehensive 
applications.   
  
Upon uploading the final applications, the NDIA advised we were not allowed to make two 
applications. We had understood multiple applications were possible through liaison with MAV and 
from participation in ILC workshops in September provided through MAV and Disability Services 
Consulting. As the NDIA accepted only one application, we were required to choose one 
application to submit and advise partner organisations of the unsuccessful attempt for the other 
application.  
  
MAV also expressed surprise and disappointment in the NDIA refusal to accept multiple 
applications and it was not just Wellington Shire Council which encountered this problem. We 
understand MAV made representations to try to rectify the problem but these were ultimately not 
successful.   
  
When results of the funding round were announced, it became clear that, in retrospect, the work to 
develop and submit applications was futile, given that no local government organisation was 
funded under the ILC program, Economic and Community Participation stream, 2019/20 round. 
 
 

 
……………………………………. ……… 
COUNCILLOR MAHER 
Dated:  (2 June 2020) 
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ITEM A8(1) OUTSTANDING PETITIONS 
ACTION OFFICER GOVERNANCE 

DATE: 2 JUNE 2020 

 
 

ITEM FROM 
MEETING COMMENTS ACTION BY 

Vegetation Management in 
Wellington Shire 19 MAY 2020 

Petition received from the Wellington 
Residents and Ratepayers Group 
Incorporated relating to the recent 
bushfires and how vegetation and 
prevention is managed in Wellington 
Shire. 

Emergency 
Management, Built 
Environment and 
Land Use Planning 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C1 - REPORT 
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ITEM C1.1 CEO APPOINTMENT TO BOARD OF DESTINATION GIPPSLAND 
LIMITED 

DIVISION: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
ACTION OFFICER: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2020 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To endorse the amendment to the Constitution of Destination Gippsland Ltd, and the appointment 
of Wellington Shire Council Chief Executive Officer Mr David Morcom, as a Director to the Board.  
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND  
  
Destination Gippsland Ltd (DGL) is the Regional Tourism Board and the peak tourism organisation 
for the region in eastern Victoria.  
   
The organisation was established in 2008 with the support of Visit Victoria, Parks Victoria and the 
six member councils of One Gippsland / Gippsland Local Government Network.  DGL’s role is to 
grow and serve the Gippsland tourism sector and work in partnership with the industry and 
government to deliver rewarding and lasting economic, environmental and social outcomes.  
   
DGL is a public company limited by guarantee with six financial members (each Gippsland Council 
is a member, being Bass Coast Shire Council, Baw Baw Shire Council, South Gippsland Shire 
Council, Latrobe City Council, Wellington Shire Council and East Gippsland Shire Council). DGL has 
reporting responsibilities to ASIC as well as funding partners, One Gippsland / Gippsland Local 
Government Network and Visit Victoria. DGL currently has a skills-based Board of Directors and 
observer positions for a representative from One Gippsland / GLGN, Visit Victoria, Regional 
Development Victoria and Parks Victoria. The Bass Coast Shire Council Chief Executive Officer has 
until recently occupied the role of One Gippsland / GLGN representative. At the Board’s January 
2020 meeting, the Bass Coast Shire CEO was appointed as a director of the company. The DGL 
Board committed to a process to appoint the remaining five Gippsland CEOs as Directors after the 
necessary revisions to the company constitution were researched and approved by the Board and 
financial members.  

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council:  

1. Note and endorse the amended constitution of Destination Gippsland Ltd at 
Appendix 1;, and   

2. Appoint David Morcom, Chief Executive Officer, as a Director on the Destination 
Gippsland Ltd Board in accordance with their constitution.  
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It is proposed that Local Government Authority CEOs attend a Special General Meeting to vote on 
the amendments to the constitution on Friday 19 June 2020.  Immediately after that Special General 
Meeting, the Board will hold its scheduled meeting at which the LGA CEOs can be formally appointed 
to the Board of Directors.  
 
 
OPTIONS  
  
Council has the following options available: 

1. Note and endorse the amended constitution of Destination Gippsland Ltd at Appendix 1 
and appoint David Morcom, Chief Executive Officer, as a Director on the Destination 
Gippsland Ltd Board in accordance with their constitution; or 

2. Not note and endorse the amended constitution of Destination Gippsland Ltd at Appendix 
1 or appoint David Morcom, Chief Executive Officer, as a Director on the Destination 
Gippsland Ltd Board in accordance with their constitution.  

  
  
PROPOSAL  
  
That Council:  

1. Note and endorse the amended constitution of Destination Gippsland Ltd at Appendix 1, 
and   

2. Appoint David Morcom, Chief Executive Officer, as a Director on the Destination Gippsland 
Ltd Board in accordance with their constitution.   

  
  
CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
  
No Staff and/or Contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest.  
  
  
FINANCIAL IMPACT  
  
The cost to Council for membership of DGL was $33,940.00 (excluding GST) for 2019/20.  All 
Gippsland councils contribute an equal amount in accordance with the current Tourism Services 
Funding Agreement. It should be noted that the agreement includes a 2% increase for the next 
financial year.  
   
Any additional costs of Board appointment borne by Council would be those related to travel and 
incidental expenses incurred as a result of attendance at Board meetings. No Directors fees are 
paid. 
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GENERAL MANAGER 
CORPORATE SERVICES 

 
 

C2 - REPORT 
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ITEM C2.1 ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 
DIVISION: CORPORATE SERVICES 
ACTION OFFICER: GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2020 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To report on all assembly of Councillor records received for the period 14 May 2020 to 27 May 
2020. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989 requires a written record be kept of all assemblies 
of Councillors, stating the names of all Councillors and Council staff attending, the matters 
considered, and any conflict of interest disclosures made by a Councillor.  These records must be 
reported, as soon as practicable, at an ordinary meeting of the Council and recorded in the 
minutes. 
 
Below is a summary of all assembly of Councillor records received for the period 14 May 2020 to 27 
May 2020. 
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options: 
 

1. Note and receive the attached assembly of Councillors records; or 
2. Not receive the attached assembly of Councillors records. 

 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
That Council note and receive the attached assembly of Councillors records during the period 14 
May 2020 to 27 May 2020. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council note and receive the attached Assembly of Councillor records for 
the period 14 May 2020 to 27 May 2020. 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No Staff and/or Contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest.  
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
The reporting of written records of assemblies of Councillors to the Council in the prescribed format 
complies with Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989.  
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 6 Organisational states the following strategic objective and 
related strategy: 
 
 Strategic Objective 6.3 
 “Maintain a well governed, transparent, high performing, ethical and accountable 

organisation.” 
 
 Strategy 6.3.3 
 “Ensure sound governance processes that result in responsive, ethical, transparent and 

accountable decision making.” 
 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
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GENERAL MANAGER 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C3 - REPORT 
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ITEM C3.1 MONTHLY PLANNING DECISIONS (MARCH 2020) 
DIVISION: DEVELOPMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER LAND USE PLANNING 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2020 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To provide a report to Council on recent planning permit trends and planning decisions made 
under delegation by Statutory Planners during the month of March 2020.   
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND  
  
Statutory Planners have delegated authority under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 to make 
planning decisions in accordance with the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and the Wellington 
Planning Scheme, including the issue of planning permits, amended permits, extensions of time, 
refusal of planning permits and notices of decision to grant a planning permit.  
  
A copy of planning permit decisions made between 1 March and 31 March 2020 is included in 
Attachment March 2020 Planning Decisions Report.    
  
Attachment March 2020 Planning Trends Report provides an overview of recent planning permit 
trends including decisions made, efficiency of decision making and the estimated value of approved 
development (derived from monthly planning permit activity reporting data).  
 
 
OPTIONS  
  
Council has the following options available:   

1. Receive the March 2020 planning decisions report; or   
2. Not receive the March 2020 planning decisions report and seek further information for 

consideration at a future Council meeting.  
  
  
  

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council note the report on recent Planning Permit trends and Planning Application 
determinations between 1 March and 31 March 2020.  
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PROPOSAL  
  
That Council note the report of recent planning permit trends and planning application 
determinations between 1 March and 31 March 2020.  
  
  
CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
  
No Staff and/or Contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest.  
  
  
FINANCIAL IMPACT  
  
These works form part of the adopted 2020/21 Capital Works Program.  
  
  
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT  
  
Wellington Shire Council is committed to ensuring the Contract tendering process complies with the 
Victorian Local Government Act 2020 and the Victorian Local Government Code of Tendering.  
  
  
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT  
  
The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 2 Services & Infrastructure states the following strategic 
objective and related strategy:  
 

Strategic Objective 2.2: “Council assets are responsibly, socially, economically and 
sustainably managed.”  
 
Strategy 2.2.2: "Ensure that community facilities within the municipality continue to meet the 
expectations and service needs of all current and future residents."  

 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy.  
  
  
RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT  
  
This project will be undertaken with the resources of the Assets and Projects unit.  
  
  
COMMUNITY IMPACT  
  
The construction of these works will produce a positive community impact with new female change 
rooms and netball change rooms for the Stratford Recreation Reserve.  
  
  
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  
  
The proposed works will have minimal environmental impact, with the contractors providing an 
Environmental Management Plan which will be strictly monitored  
  
  
ENGAGEMENT IMPACT  
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This project has been developed in consultation with the Committee 
of Management who have endorsed the proposed works.  Wellington Shire Council’s standard 
consultation practices will be implemented during this project.  
  
  
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPACT  
  
It is considered that the proposed contract works will not expose Wellington Shire Council to any 
significant risks.  All OH&S risks will be discussed with the contractor and allocated to the party in 
the best position to manage each risk. 
 



 

  Agenda Ordinary Meeting 2 June 2020                      49 



 

  Agenda Ordinary Meeting 2 June 2020                      50 



 

  Agenda Ordinary Meeting 2 June 2020                      51 



 

  Agenda Ordinary Meeting 2 June 2020                      52 



 

  Agenda Ordinary Meeting 2 June 2020                      53 



 

  Agenda Ordinary Meeting 2 June 2020                      54 



 

  Agenda Ordinary Meeting 2 June 2020                      55 

 



 

  Agenda Ordinary Meeting 2 June 2020                      56 

ITEM C3.2 AMENDMENT C109 - PLANNING IN ECONOMIC GROWTH ZONE / 
PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK IMPLEMENTATION 

DIVISION: DEVELOPMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER LAND USE PLANNING 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2020 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To request the Minister for Planning to authorise Council, in its capacity as the Planning Authority 
for the Wellington Planning Scheme, to prepare Amendment C109 – Planning in the Economic 
Growth Zone and Planning Policy Framework Implementation.  
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND  
  
Following the closure of the Hazelwood Mine in the Latrobe Valley in October 2016, a three-
year State Government funded initiative called ‘Planning in the Economic Growth Zone’ (PEGZ) 
was established.  PEGZ seeks to improve the planning system and ensure that development and 
investment can progress in a streamlined manner with greater certainty across the Latrobe Valley. 
The PEGZ Councils include Wellington Shire, Latrobe City and Baw Baw Shire.  
  
The State Government’s Victoria-wide ‘Smart Planning’ program has also been running 
concurrently with the PEGZ initiative. Smart Planning aims to reform Victoria’s planning regulations 
to make the planning system more efficient, accessible and transparent.   
  
The Smart Planning program will result in a new streamlined Planning Policy Framework (PPF), 
which integrates State, regional and local planning policy into a more succinct and consistent 
structure.  
  
The recommendations of both the PEGZ initiative and changes arising from the Smart Planning 
program will culminate in a substantially revised and restructured version of the 
existing Wellington Planning Scheme (Planning Scheme). These changes will be implemented via 
Planning Scheme Amendment C109.  
  
What the Amendment does:  
  

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council, pursuant to Section 8A of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, request 
the Minister for Planning to authorise Council as the Planning Authority to prepare 
Amendment C109 to the Wellington Planning Scheme as outlined in 
the Attachment ‘Planning Scheme Amendment Documentation’.   
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The Amendment replaces the ‘Municipal Strategic Statement’ (MSS) at Clause 21 and local 
policies at Clause 22 of the Planning Scheme with a ‘Municipal Planning Strategy’ (MPS) and 
combined Planning Policy Framework whilst also making changes to a selected number of local 
zone and overlay schedules consistent with:  

• the Victoria Planning Provisions as a result of Amendment VC148, and  
• the Ministerial Direction – Form and Content of Planning Schemes.  

   
The Amendment makes the following changes to the content of the current Clause 21 and Clause 
22 of the Planning Scheme:  

• Relocates the content to the appropriate headings of the Planning Policy Framework (PPF) 
and local schedules of the Planning Scheme where the intended effect of that clause or any 
other clause is not changed.   

• Amends various zone and overlay schedules to improve their operation and reduce 
unnecessary permit triggers.   

• Clarifies and improves the style, format, language or grammatical form in accordance with 
the principles set out in ‘A Practitioner’s Guide to Victorian Planning Schemes, October 
2018’, where the intended effect of that clause or any other clause is not changed.  

• Updates clause references, department names, legislation names, document references, 
terminology and statistical data.   

• Deletes or adjusts incompatible content that conflicts with State planning policy of the 
Victoria Planning Provisions.   

• Removes repetitive or duplicated content.   
• Removes or updates outdated content.  

  
More specifically, the Amendment makes changes to the following local sections of the Planning 
Scheme:   
  
Purpose and Vision  
   
Introduces a new Municipal Planning Strategy (MPS) at Clause 02 based on content from Clause 
21 of the Local Planning Policy Framework. The new content is summarised below:  
  

New Clauses Content 
 

02.01 (Context)  Provides a general strategic overview of the Wellington Shire.  

02.02 (Vision)  
Provides the Vision for the Shire based on content previously 
contained in the Local Planning Policy Framework at Clause 21 of the 
Wellington Planning Scheme.  

02.03 (Strategic 
Directions)  

Addresses the key land use themes based on the Planning Policy 
Framework and provides a brief overview and strategic directions for 
each theme based on content previously contained in the Local 
Planning Policy Framework at Clause 21 of the Wellington Planning 
Scheme.  

02.04 (Strategic 
Framework Plans)  

Includes the following updated strategic framework policy plans:  
• Wellington Strategic Framework Plan  
• Wellington Shire Landscape Units  
• Latrobe Valley Economic Growth Sub-Region Strategic 

Framework Plan  
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Planning Policy Framework   
  
Based on content from the current Clause 21 and Clause 22 of the Local Planning Policy 
Framework, Amendment C109 introduces revised local policy content into the Planning Policy 
Framework (PPF) at:  

• Clause 11 - Settlement   
• Clause 12 - Environmental and Landscape Values  
• Clause 14 - Natural Resource Management  
• Clause 15 - Built Environment and Heritage  
• Clause 17 - Economic Development   
• Clause 18 - Transport  
• Clause 19 - Infrastructure  

  
Zones and Overlays   
  
Amendment C109 makes changes to a number of zone and overlay schedules to improve their 
operation and reduce unnecessary permit triggers. Some of these changes include:  

• Introducing exemptions from notice requirements  
• Introducing permit exemptions for subdivision  
• Consolidating schedules that have the same minimum subdivision area  
• Renaming schedules to be location specific  
• Inserting dwelling exemptions where certain criteria are met (for certain locations in Port 

Albert)  
• Increasing the floor area exemption for buildings and works from 150 square metres to 

200 square metres in some coastal townships  
• Consolidating similar ‘Design Objectives’ within the coastal Design and Development 

Overlays (DDOs)  
• Reducing side boundary setbacks  
• Deleting redundant overlays   

  
The following zone and overlay schedules are being amended:  
  
Zones  
 

• Clause 32.04-1 (Schedule 1 to the Mixed Use Zone)  
• Clause 32.07-1 (Schedule 1 to the Residential Growth Zone)  
• Clause 35.03-2 (Schedule 2 to the Rural Living Zone)  
• Clause 35.03-3 (Schedule 3 to the Rural Living Zone) (delete – merged with RLZ2)  
• Clause 35.07-1 (Schedule 1 to the Farming Zone)  
• Clause 37.01-4 (schedule 4 to the Special Use Zone)  
• Clause 37.01-5 (Schedule 5 to the Special Use Zone)  

  
Overlays  
 

• Clause 42.01-1 (Schedule 1 to the Environmental Significance Overlay)   

• Clause 42.03-1 (Schedule 1 to the Significant Landscape Overlay)  
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• Clause 43.02-1 (Schedule 1 to the Design and Development Overlay)  

• Clause 43.02-2 (Schedule 2 to the Design and Development Overlay)  

• Clause 43.02-3 (Schedule 3 to the Design and Development Overlay)   
• Clause 43.02-8 (Schedule 8 to the Design and Development Overlay)  
• Clause 43.02-9 (Schedule 9 to the Design and Development Overlay)  
• Clause 43.02-10 (Schedule 10 to the Design and Development Overlay)  
• Clause 43.02-11 (Schedule 11 to the Design and Development Overlay)  
• Clause 43.02-12 (Schedule 12 to the Design and Development Overlay)  
• Clause 43.02-13 (Schedule 13 to the Design and Development Overlay  
• Clause 43.02-14 (Schedule 14 to the Design and Development Overlay)  
• Clause 43.02-15 (Schedule 15 to the Design and Development Overlay)  
• Clause 43.02-16 (Schedule 16 to the Design and Development Overlay)  
• Clause 43.02-17 (Schedule 17 to the Design and Development Overlay)  
• Clause 43.02-18 (Schedule 18 to the Design and Development Overlay)  
• Clause 43.02-19 (Schedule 19 to the Design and Development Overlay)  
• Clause 43.02-20 (Schedule 20 to the Design and Development Overlay)  
• Clause 43.04-1 (Schedule 1 to the Development Plan Overlay)  

  
The Amendment also makes changes to the schedule to Clause 72.04 (Schedule to ‘Documents 
Incorporated in this Planning Scheme’), the schedule to Clause 72.08 (Schedule to ‘Background 
Documents’) and the Incorporated Document ‘Port Albert Heritage Precinct Permit Exemptions’. 
 
 
OPTIONS  
  
Council has the following options available:  

1. To request the Minister for Planning to authorise Council, as the Planning Authority, to 
prepare Amendment C109 – PEGZ Implementation and PPF Translation, pursuant to 
Section 8A of the Planning and Environment Act 1987; or  

2. To not request the Minister for Planning to authorise Council, as the Planning Authority, to 
prepare Amendment C109 – PEGZ Implementation and PPF Translation and to seek 
additional information prior to considering a further report at a future Council Meeting 

  
  
PROPOSAL  
  
That Council pursuant to Section 8A of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, request the 
Minister for Planning to authorise Council as the Planning Authority to prepare Amendment C109 to 
the Wellington Planning Scheme as outlined in the Attachment ‘Planning Scheme Amendment 
Documentation’.    
  
  
CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
  
No Staff and/or Contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest.  
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LEGISLATIVE IMPACT  
  
The Amendment has been prepared in accordance with the strategic considerations set out in 
Ministerial Direction No.11 - Strategic Assessment of Amendments, made under Section 12 of 
the Planning and Environment Act 1987, and is consistent with:  

• the Victoria Planning Provisions as a result of Amendment VC148, and   
• Ministerial Direction on the Form and Content of Planning Schemes under Section 7(5) of 

the Planning and Environment Act 1987.  
  

Amendment C109 forms part of Stage 3 of the Smart Planning Rules and Policy Program to reform 
Victoria’s planning system and change the Victoria Planning Provisions (VPP) to make planning 
schemes more efficient, accessible and transparent.  
   
In 2018 Amendment VC148 introduced widespread changes to the Victoria Planning Provisions as 
part of Stage 2 of the Smart Planning Program. More specifically, Amendment VC148:  

• introduced a new Planning Policy Framework (PPF);   
• enabled the future introduction of a Municipal Planning Strategy (MPS);   
• introduced a new State, regional and local integrated policy structure   
• modified the schedules to some existing zones, overlays and provisions to accommodate 

additional local content, and  
• created new operational provisions.   

  
A key focus for Stage 3 of the Smart Planning Program is to ensure better alignment of local 
planning policy with State and regional policy by integrating local policy content into the new MPS 
and PPF.   
  
Local policy content has been generally drafted in a policy neutral manner, in accordance with the 
principles set out in ‘A Practitioner’s Guide to Victorian Planning Schemes’, to ensure policy 
content is:   

• within the scope of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and strategically justified;   
• clear in its application, proportional to the intended planning outcome and consistent with 

relevant parent provisions, practice notes, advisory notes and Ministerial directions issued 
by the Minister for Planning, and   

• drafted to be clear and unambiguous. 
  
  
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT  
  
The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 2 Services & Infrastructure states the following strategic 
objective and related strategy:  
 

Strategic Objective 2.3: “Wellington Shire is well planned, considering long term growth and 
sustainability.”  
 
Strategy 2.3.1: "Continue to provide strategic planning to encourage long term growth and 
sustainability in Wellington Shire."  

 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
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RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT  
  
Amendment C109 is not expected to impose additional resource or administrative costs. 
Introducing revised local policy content in the form of the MPS and PPF is expected to create a 
clearer more navigable Planning Policy Framework where State and local policy build on each 
other to allow policy to achieve its intended outcome.   
  
Ultimately Amendment C109 will provide a clear set of guidelines that deliver a greater level of 
certainty to the community and other stakeholders within the Shire. 
  
  
COMMUNITY IMPACT  
 
Amendment C109 is expected to have a positive community impact as it will result in a more 
efficient, accessible and transparent Planning Scheme that is easier to navigate and triggers less 
unnecessary planning permits.  
  
  
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  
  
The Amendment proposes to remove the Environmental Significance Overlay – Schedule 1 
(ESO1 - Coastal and Gippsland Lakes Environs) from the small urban lots of Paradise Beach (Low 
Density Residential Zone - LDRZ), Golden Beach (LDRZ/Commercial 1 Zone), and The 
Honeysuckles (LDRZ).  ESO1 will be retained where the Rural Conservation Zone (RCZ) applies. 
The intent of this change is to reduce the number of unnecessary permit triggers within these ‘urban 
zoned’ township areas and to provide consistency with other coastal towns (e.g. Loch Sport) where 
the ESO1 is not applied. It is noted that the removal of the ESO1 would result in the loss of the 
permit trigger for vegetation removal. However, the relevant Design and Development Overlay 
(DDO) applying to each township still allows for the consideration of the impacts of vegetation 
removal through the decision guidelines contained within the Overlay. 
  
  
ENGAGEMENT IMPACT  
  
On the basis that Authorisation to proceed with Amendment C109 is received from the Minister for 
Planning, the process will allow for the following:   

  
a. Notice of Amendment C109 will appear in the Victorian Government Gazette, Gippsland 

Times, Yarram Standard and Latrobe Valley Express in the week that Exhibition of 
Amendment C109 commences.    

b. An Amendment C109 webpage will be published on Council’s website with information on 
the Amendment and the ability to make an ‘online submission’.   

c. If submissions are received, Council will have the option to request an independent Planning 
Panel to be appointed by the Minister for Planning to consider any issues that are raised or 
abandon Amendment C109.  

  
It is noted that public notification of Amendment C109 will not be undertaken until the COVID-19 
crisis has passed and will also be dependent on Council’s other strategic planning priorities.  
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ITEM C3.3 2019 PLANNING CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SURVEY RESULTS 
DIVISION: DEVELOPMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER LAND USE PLANNING 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2020 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To provide Council with the results of the 2019 statutory planning applicant and objector customer 
satisfaction survey.    
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND  
  
Council’s statutory planning unit undertakes an annual survey of planning permit applicants and 
objectors. The key purpose of the survey is to obtain feedback on the level of customer satisfaction 
with Council’s statutory planning service to help identify opportunities for improvement and process 
change.    
   
The results of a survey sent to 2019 statutory planning applicants and objectors is attached, along 
with a comparison of past survey results (from 2014).  The survey results are generally positive 
overall, although it is recognised that there is always opportunity for continuous improvement and 
given the often emotive and controversial nature of planning it is extremely difficult to keep 
everyone satisfied, particularly parties who object to planning applications.   
   
Of particular note are the applicant and objector responses to the questions about the ‘overall 
experience’ dealing with Council’s Planning Department. These results show improved customer 
satisfaction. For example, the applicant survey shows an increasing ‘excellent’ rating, rising from 
42% in 2014 through to 71% in 2019.   
  
With the objector survey, the same question also shows an improvement from 9% of respondents 
saying the planning service was ‘excellent’ in 2014 to 75% of respondents saying the planning 
service was ‘excellent’ in 2019.   
   
The survey results will now be used as a benchmark for further customer satisfaction surveys and 
to continue to refine and improve customer service and statutory planning processes. It is also 
planned to restart holding an annual local development industry forum to gain feedback 
into improving service and to talk about strategic land use planning issues. 
  

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council note the results of the 2019 statutory planning applicant and objector 
survey (as attached). 
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OPTIONS  
  
Council has the following options available:  

1. Note the report and accompanying attachment; or 
2. Choose to seek further information and refer this report to another meeting. 

  
  
PROPOSAL  
  
That Council note the results of the 2019 statutory planning applicant and objector survey (as 
attached).   
  
  
CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
  
No Staff and/or Contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest.  
  
  
COMMUNICATION IMPACT  
  
This report communicates the results of the 2019 planning applicant and objector survey. 
  
  
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT  
  
The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 6 Organisational states the following strategic objective and 
related strategy:  
 

Strategic Objective 6.2: “Community engagement and customer service excellence is central 
to Council's decision making process.”  
 
Strategy 6.2.1: "Provide proactive, quality customer service to all stakeholders."  

 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy.  
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ITEM C3.3 PLACE NAMES COMMITTEE - MINUTES 
DIVISION: BUILT AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER ASSETS AND PROJECTS 
DATE: 2 JUNE 2020 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Engagement Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
The purpose of this report is for Council to receive the minutes from the Place Names Committee 
meeting held on 12 May 2020.    
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND  
  
The Place Names Committee is an advisory committee that meets quarterly to make 
recommendations to Council on geographical place name issues. 
 
 
OPTIONS  
  
Council has the following options available: 

1. To receive the minutes of the Place Names Committee and consider each of the 
recommendations; or 

2. Seek further information and consider at a future meeting. 
  
  
PROPOSAL  
  
That: 

1. Council receive and note the minutes of the Place Names Committee meeting held on 12 
May 2020; and 

2. The name DAVIDSON ROAD be approved for Stage 2 of the subdivision at 73-75 Hobson 
Street, Stratford (P46/2019).   

RECOMMENDATION 
That:  

1. Council receive and note the minutes of the Place Names Committee meeting 
held on 12 May 2020; and  

2. The name DAVIDSON ROAD be approved for Stage 2 of the subdivision at 73-
75 Hobson Street, Stratford (P46/2019). 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
  
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest.  
  
  
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
The Local Government Act 1989 provides Council the power to approve, assign or change the 
name of a road.  Council in exercising this power must act in accordance with the guidelines 
provided for under the Geographical Place Names Act 1998. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 1 Communities states the following strategic objective and 
related strategy: 
 

Strategic Objective 1.3: "Strengthen community identity by promoting our heritage and history 
and appreciation for small town rural living." 
 
Strategy 1.3.1: "Recognise, celebrate and promote the diverse shared heritage and history of 
Wellington Shire." 
 

The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 6 Organisational states the following strategic objective and 
related strategy: 
 

Strategic Objective 6.2: “Community engagement and customer service excellence is central 
to Council's decision making process.” 
 
Strategy 6.2.3: "Ensure sound processes are in place to facilitate input into Council 
deliberations and decision making." 

 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objectives and strategies. 
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CHAT ROOM –  
 
GALLERY COMMENTS –  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting declared closed at: pm 
 
The live streaming of this Council meeting will now come to a close. 
 
 

D. URGENT BUSINESS 

E. FURTHER GALLERY AND CHAT ROOM COMMENTS  

Gallery comments are an opportunity for members of the public to raise any particular matter they wish. 
This allows those in the gallery to speak directly to councillors but is not a forum designed for open 
discussion or debate. We will listen respectfully to what you have to say and make the commitment that 
if your query requires a written response, we will advise you that a response will be forthcoming and a 
copy of that response will be circulated to all Councillors. 
 
This is not a forum for members of the public to lodge complaints against individuals, including 
councillors and staff, particularly as that individual gets no public right of reply to any matter raised. We 
take complaints seriously, and in line with the guidance from the Victorian Ombudsman and the local 
Government Inspectorate, we request that any specific complaint against an individual be put in writing. 
This way, your concern can be properly dealt with while ensuring fairness to all parties concerned. 
 
If you wish to speak, we remind you that this part of the meeting is being recorded and broadcast on our 
website. Council’s official Minutes will record that you have spoken to Council and the subject you spoke 
to Council about but will not record specific comments. We ask you to state your name in full, where you 
are from, and you have three minutes.       
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G. IN CLOSED SESSION 

 
 
 
COUNCILLOR 
 
That the meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Section 89(2) of the Local Government 
Act 1989 to consider: 
 
 a) personnel matters 

b) the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer 
c) industrial matters 
d) contractual matters 

  e) proposed developments 
f) legal advice 

  g) matters affecting the security of Council property 
h)  any other matter which the Council or special committee considers would 

prejudice the Council or any person 
 

IN CLOSED SESSION 
 
 
 
COUNCILLOR 
 
That Council move into open session and ratify the decision made in closed session. 
 

G. IN CLOSED SESSION 
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