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COUNCIL MEETING INFORMATION
Members of the Public Gallery should note that the Council records and publishes Council 

meetings via YouTube to enhance the accessibility of Council meetings to the broader Wellington 

community.  These recordings are also archived and may be published on Council's Website for 

viewing by the public or used for publicity or information purposes.  At the appropriate times during 

the meeting, members of the gallery may address the Council at which time their image, comments 

or submissions will be recorded.  

Members of the public who are not in attendance at the Council meeting but who wish to 

communicate with the Council via the online webform should lodge their questions or comments 

early in the meeting to ensure that their submissions can be dealt with at the end of the meeting.

Please could gallery visitors, Councillors and invited online attendees ensure that mobile phones 

and other electronic devices are turned off or in silent mode for the duration of the meeting.

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Working together to make a difference. We listen and lead to provide quality services that improve 
life for all. 
 

 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
“Wellington Shire Council acknowledges our offices are located on the traditional lands of the 

Gunaikurnai nation. We pay our deep respects to their Elders past, present and future and 

acknowledge their ongoing cultural and spiritual connections to their land and waters.” 
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1. APOLOGIES

2. DECLARATION OF CONFLICT/S OF INTEREST

3. GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES

3.1. RECEIPT AND CONSIDERATION OF SUBMISSIONS RELATING TO THE 2024/25 
DRAFT BUDGET

ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER CORPORATE FINANCE

PURPOSE

To receive and consider any verbal and written submissions (as attached) relating to the 
2024/25 Draft Budget.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY

RECOMMENDATION
That Council receive and consider any verbal and written submissions (as attached) 
relating to the 2024/25 Draft Budget.

BACKGROUND
 
Council resolved at its meeting held on 16 April 2024 to:  

• advertise its proposed 2024/25 Draft Budget and proposed differential rates under 
section 96 of the Local Government Act 2020; and

• consider submissions on the 2024/25 Draft Budget at a Special Council Meeting on 
Thursday 16 May 2024 at 5.00pm.

In accordance with section 96 of the Local Government Act 2020, Council invited interested 
persons to make written submissions in relation to the 2024/25 Draft Budget by 5:00pm on 6 
May 2024 and to also make verbal submissions at the Council meeting on 16 May 2024. 

Council received 5 written submissions (as attached) in response to the 2024/25 Draft 
Budget and will consider these submissions in conjunction with any verbal submissions prior 
to the Council meeting in June, where it will be recommended that the Budget, including any 
revisions, be adopted. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. 2024-25 Budget Submissions [3.1.1 - 15 pages]
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OPTIONS

Council has the following options available:
1. To receive and consider any verbal and written submissions (as attached) relating to 

the 2024/25 Draft Budget; or 
2. To seek further information and receive and consider any verbal and written 

submissions (as attached) relating to the 2024/25 Draft Budget at a later Council 
meeting. 

 
PROPOSAL

That Council receive and consider any verbal and written submissions (as attached) relating 
to the 2024/25 Draft Budget.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a conflict 
of interest.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

Consideration of submissions may result in changes to the proposed 2024/25 Draft Budget. 

COMMUNICATION IMPACT

This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time.

LEGISLATIVE IMPACT

Under s96(1)(b) of the Local Government Act 2020, a Council must develop a budget in 
accordance with its Community Engagement policy. 

COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT

This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time.

COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT

The Council Plan 2021-25 Theme 4 “Services and Infrastructure” states the following 
strategic outcome:

Strategic Outcome 4.1: "A financially sustainable, high performing organisation."
 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic outcome.
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RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT

The consideration of submissions relating to the 2024/25 Draft Budget may have an impact 
on the level of resources available in the 2024/25 financial year and the staffing levels of 
Council. 

COMMUNITY IMPACT

This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time.

ENGAGEMENT IMPACT

Section 96(1)(b) of the Local Government Act 2020 requires that Council develop the budget 
in line with its Community Engagement policy. To ensure that Council provided ample and 
varied opportunity for community engagement, Council placed the draft 2024/25 Budget on 
Council’s website and advertised that it had done so. Advertisements were placed in local 
newspapers, on Facebook and Council’s website (including the Your Wellington Your Say 
page) seeking community submissions on the draft 2024/25 Budget and inviting the public to 
speak to, and in support of, submissions at this special Council meeting.   

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPACT

This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time.



DRAFT 2024/25 BUDGET SUBMISSIONS

CORRESPONDENT SUBMISSION

1. Paul Mayer Commentary re lack of services received by remote 
rural ratepayers.

2. Samuel Lindsay Commentary on Council borrowing money for 
community assets

3. David Woodhouse

Commentary on:
1. Amenity of footpaths and street 

furniture/facilities 
2. Sweeping of tree leaves and debris 

Johnson and Foster Streets 
3. Residential street sweeping 
4. Johnson Street Maffra Clock
5. Street tree and vegetation management
6. Responsible pet ownership and animal 

management matters

4.
Meerlieu Hall 
Committee of 
Management

Request for:
1. Administration support and capacity from 

council to continue seeking grants for the 
required $380,000 for the project; and

2. $850,000 for the hall refurbishment or a 
strategy to facilitate the removal of the 
asbestos and refurbishments of the 
community facility over the next 3 years.

5. Jim King

Request for Council to conduct a survey of all non-
sporting community groups within the Shire to 
ascertain their existing accommodation issues in 
order to address a fairer/more balanced allocation 
of funding into the future.

ATTACHMENT 3.1.1
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No. 1

Submission Commentary re lack of services received by remote rural 
ratepayers

Correspondent Paul Mayer

I note that satisfaction level with Council is barely above 50%. This percentage is no 
doubt dragged down by non-residential ratepayers, particularly those in remote 
communities which receive LITTLE OR NO services from Council. In those 
communities, satisfaction with Council is NEAR ZERO. 

Remote communities get no waste management collection, or any other vital services 
which are available to residents of the major towns in Wellington...yet they are still 
charged significant rates expense every year. Essentially, rural remote residents are 
taxed for living in Wellington Shire. 

Can I respectfully suggest that cutting the already minimal roads budget by more than 
10% will simply create more dissatisfaction within the community, particularly the rurally 
remote who get NOTHING for their rates contribution. 

Paul Mayer
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No. 2

Submission Commentary on Council borrowing money for community 
assets

Correspondent Samuel Lindsay

Dear Council, I appreciate your clarity around our community's finances. Your work is 
important and you are to be commended for serving the community in this way. It 
seems to be a popular trend at the moment for various governments to borrow monies. 
Why? If I were to guess it is because it is an easy way to get more money and make it 
look like the council is doing more for the people of the Shire. Yet, as your own budget 
document states: "Borrowings are utilised by Council to spread the impact across 
generations of the community utilising assets." You have admitted that you are taking 
money from future generations in order to spend it now! Why do you plan to rob the 
future? Isn't it better to pay outright for our assets and give the community a beneficial 
asset that is unencumbered? 

I understand that there are large costs involved in creating such community assets, but 
is it really an asset for future generations if they are saddled with the debt anyway? It is 
my sincere hope that you may revise your philosophy of borrowing such that it is kept 
as a last resort in emergencies, rather than as a quick fix for present shortfalls or good 
looking projects. If we need large sums for large infrastructure projects then we should 
put aside the funds over time, investing for a return, rather than saddle the people with 
unnecessary debt and ongoing interest payments so we can have it now. It may make 
sense for business to take on risk to borrow large sums in the hope of a greater return 
in the future, but the Shire is not strictly a business. 

At the end of the day the Shire is made up of people, you serve those people, and it is 
not good for you to saddle us with unnecessary debts that we have to pay back in 
larger rates and more expensive fees. Every dollar you spend affects us all. The 
borrowing amounts and repayments may be considered "small potatoes" in comparison 
to the overall financial position of the Shire, but it is the principle of the whole affair that 
is of concern. It demonstrates: a lack of concern for today as well as future 
generations; unwillingness to truly plan ahead; and sets a precedent for borrowing that 
could soon turn into a reliance. Why don't we work towards a Shire where the rates go 
down instead of up? Why don't we work towards a Shire that has large reserves rather 
than borrowing for short term gain? Why don't we work towards a Shire that is free from 
all debts and better prepared to face an uncertain future? 

Your work is truly appreciated, and I only write this way out of concern for the Shire and 
it's future. It would be better to make a small course correction now while it is easy, 
rather than to continue down a path of ever increasing borrowing and endless debt. 

Kind Regards, 
Samuel Lindsay 
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No. 3

Submission

Commentary on:
1. Amenity of footpaths and street furniture/facilities
2. Sweeping of tree leaves and debris Johnson and Foster

Streets
3. Residential street sweeping
4. Johnson Street Maffra Clock
5. Street tree and vegetation management
6. Responsible pet ownership and animal management matters

Correspondent David Woodhouse
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No. 4

Submission

Request for:
1. Administration support and capacity from council to continue 

seeking grants for the required $380,000 for the project; and
2. $850,000 for the hall refurbishment or a strategy to facilitate 

the removal of the asbestos and refurbishments of the 
community facility over the next 3 years.

Correspondent Meerlieu Hall Committee of Management
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No. 5

Submission
Request for Council to conduct a survey of all non-sporting 
community groups within the Shire to ascertain their existing 
accommodation issues in order to address a fairer/more balanced 
allocation of funding into the future.

Correspondent Jim King

I note that comments on the proposed WSC 2024/25 budget were due 06/05/24 
however today I noted the article on the WSC budget in the Gippsland Times edition 
dated 07/05/24.

In that article I read that the Maffra Lawn Tennis Club were budgeted to receive 
$365,000 for an upgrade to their existing lights via the installation of LED lighting and 
the Maffra Cameron Sporting Complex were budgeted to receive $920,000 for 
changeroom upgrades.

Both groups have recently had extensive funding (millions) to renew their clubroom 
(MLTC) and actually build the facility (MCSC).

Great that both groups can get this level of support however spending up to $1.3 
million to upgrade/update existing facilities seems a luxury considering that a number 
of non-sporting community groups in Maffra and no doubt throughout the Shire are 
struggling to upgrade very basic facilities. 

In Maffra I refer to the McMillan Rockhounds, the Maffra Angling Club and the Maffra 
Men's/Women's Shed who either have a very poor facility (Rockhounds), no facility 
(Angling Club) or are attempting to raise funding to refurbish a former Amenities Block 
which requires extensive work to bring it up to today's health and safety standards.

Council is aware of the accommodation issues of regarding each group mentioned via 
the failed attempt to create the Maffra Community Group Activity Hub a number of 
years ago. 

It seems that any organisation within the sporting category is favoured by Council for 
funding opportunities to the detriment of smaller voluntary community groups within this 
Shire.

Could/would Council be able to conduct a survey of all non-sporting community groups 
within the Shire to ascertain their existing accommodation issues in order to address a 
fairer/more balanced allocation of funding into the future?

I realise that sporting groups provide a large co-hort of voters however all ratepayers 
deserve to be considered when Council allocates funding via it's annual budgetary 
process.

Regards

Jim King
Ratepayer   
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Meeting declared closed at:

The live streaming of this Council meeting will now come to a close.
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