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COUNCIL MEETING INFORMATION
Members of the Public Gallery should note that the Council records and publishes Council 

meetings via YouTube to enhance the accessibility of Council meetings to the broader Wellington 

community.  These recordings are also archived and may be published on Council's Website for 

viewing by the public or used for publicity or information purposes.  At the appropriate time during 

the meeting, members of the gallery may address the Council at which time their image, comments 

or submissions will be recorded.

Please could gallery visitors and Councillors ensure that mobile phones and other electronic 

devices are turned off or in silent mode for the duration of the meeting.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
“We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Gunaikurnai people, and pay respects 

to their Elders past and present”

PRAYER
“Almighty God, we ask your blessing upon the Wellington Shire Council, its Councillors, officers, 

staff and their families. We pray for your guidance in our decisions so that the true good of the 

Wellington Shire Council may result to the benefit of all residents and community groups.”

Amen
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1. APOLOGIES

2. DECLARATION OF CONFLICT/S OF INTEREST

3. GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES

3.1. RECEIPT AND CONSIDERATION OF SUBMISSIONS RELATING TO THE 2021/22 
DRAFT BUDGET

ACTION OFFICER: GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES

PURPOSE

To receive and consider any verbal and written submissions (as attached) relating to the 
2021/22 Draft Budget.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY

RECOMMENDATION
That Council receive and consider submissions relating to the 2021/22 Draft 
Budget.

BACKGROUND
 
Council resolved at its meeting held on 20 April 2021: 

 To advertise its proposed 2021/22 Draft Budget and proposed differential rates under 
Section 96 of the Local Government Act 2020; and

 To hear verbal submissions on the 2021/22 Draft Budget on Thursday 27 May 2021 
at 3pm.

In accordance with section 96 of the Local Government Act 2020, Council invited interested 
persons to make written submissions in relation to the 2021/22 Draft Budget by 5pm on 19 
May 2021 and to also make verbal submissions at the Council meeting on 27 May 2021.

Council received 11 written submissions (as attached) in response to the 2021/22 Draft 
Budget and will consider these submissions in conjunction with any verbal submissions prior 
to the 15 June 2021 Council Meeting, where it will be recommended that the Budget, 
including any revisions, be adopted.
 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Attachment for Budget Submissions [3.1.1 - 45 pages]
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OPTIONS

Council has the following options available:
1. To receive and consider submissions relating to the 2021/22 Draft Budget; or
2. To seek further information and receive and consider submissions relating to the 

2021/22 Draft Budget at a later Council meeting.

PROPOSAL

That Council receive and consider any verbal and written submissions (as attached) relating 
to the 2021/22 Draft Budget.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a conflict 
of interest.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

Consideration of submissions may result in changes to the proposed 2021/22 Draft Budget.

COMMUNICATION IMPACT

This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time.

LEGISLATIVE IMPACT

Under s96(1)(b) of the Local Government Act 2020, a Council must develop a budget in 
accordance with its Community Engagement policy.

COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT

This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time.

COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT

The Council Plan 2017-21 Theme 6 Organisational states the following strategic objective 
and related strategy:

Strategic Objective 6.3: “Maintain a well governed, transparent, high performing, ethical 
and accountable organisation.”

Strategy 6.3.1: "Maintain processes and systems to ensure sound financial management."

Strategy 6.3.3: "Ensure sound governance processes that result in responsive, ethical, 
transparent and accountable decision making."

This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objectives and strategies.
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RESOURCES AND STAFF IMPACT

The consideration of submissions relating to the 2021/22 Draft Budget may have an impact 
on the level of resources available in the 2021/22 financial year and the staffing levels of 
Council.

COMMUNITY IMPACT

This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time.

ENGAGEMENT IMPACT

Section 96(1)(b) of the Local Government Act 2020 requires that Council develop the budget 
in line with its Community Engagement policy.  To ensure that Council provided ample and 
varied opportunity for community engagement, Council placed the draft 2021/22 Budget on 
Council’s website and advertised that it had done so.  Advertisements were placed in local 
newspapers, on Facebook and Council’s website (including the Your Wellington Your Say 
page) seeking community submissions on the draft 2021/22 Budget and inviting the public to 
speak to, and in support of, submissions at this special Council meeting.  

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPACT

This impact has been assessed and there is no effect to consider at this time.



DRAFT 2021/22 BUDGET SUBMISSIONS

CORRESPONDENT SUBMISSION

1. Seaspray Reserves Committee of 
Management Request for various works at Seaspray

2. Seaspray Reserves Committee of 
Management Request for Pump Track at Seaspray

3. Brent Hanratty Request to install footpath in Cedar Street, 
Sale and fix drainage system

4. Yarram & District Adult Riding Club Request for $61,600 towards Yarram 
Equestrian Facility Project

5. Women in Gippsland
Request to allocate funding to address the 
gender gap in place naming and 
commemoration of women

6. Yarram Aero Club
Support for funding of new Terminal/training 
building and East End hangar development at 
Yarram Aerodrome

7. Seaspray Ratepayers and 
Progress Association

Support for construction of Seaspray to 
Honeysuckles off-road walking trail

8. John Buxton
That Council alter its rating strategy so that the 
farming sector does not shoulder an unfair 
share of the burden

9. Victorian Farmers Federation That Council adopt a dynamic rating strategy 
to maintain the burden across rating sectors

10. Neil Barraclough Consequences of the phase out of timber 
harvesting

11. Stratford Recreation Reserve 
Committee

Request for $30,000 funding for the design 
and cost planning of Stage 2 Facility Upgrade
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No. 1

Submission Request for various works at Seaspray

Correspondent Seaspray Reserves Committee of Management

From: Pauline Hitchins  
Sent: Monday, 15 March 2021 3:29 PM
To: Bodye Darvill  
Subject: Seaspray Consultation followup 
 
Dear Bodye
Apologies for a delayed follow-up: I seem to have lost a week with Sugar Beet Museum and 
Cemetery commitments!
 
To recap the input from the Seaspray Reserves Committee of Management - 
 
The key needs for Seaspray are: 

1. additional facilities for youngsters, including a pump track 
2. any additional attractions which make a visit to Seaspray a more rounded 

experience
3. extension of the pathway to complete the 'loop' along Centre Road and 

eventually along Main Road 
4. from a business perspective, a more useful General Store (not a council 

initiative, we know, but anything that encourages this would be worthwhile
5. a dump point for self-contained campers who do not wish to pay to utilise the 

caravan park.

1. Younger entertainment.

There are playgrounds within the caravan park and on the foreshore (Reserves Committee 
of Management) and on the Bearup-Buckley Street Memorial Park Reserve (council).  The 
Reserves committee is planning a second playground for very young children within the 
Caravan Park, but older children/teens are not well catered for.
The Tennis court is available for public use and this could probably be better 
promoted.  There also are basketball rings on one of the four courts. (At present the usage 
of the courts does not warrant four courts and perhaps one or two could be repurposed or 
incorporated into the pump track.  However, this is dependent on future demand for the 
courts.)

A pump track has been recommended for the area to the north of the hall carpark and 
tennis courts bounding (and perhaps utilising) the levee bank.  (An alternative site is the 
Bearup-Buckley Street Memorial Park Reserve.)  The Reserves Committee would contribute 
to the pump track.

The tennis courts and hall usage could also be reviewed - the tennis club folded a couple of 
years ago but may reform.  There have been basketball, table tennis etc in the hall in the 
past.  These groups no longer exist but there is the potential for informal usage along these 
lines for holiday makers.
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2 - Additional attractions

New uses for the hall, improved amenities (toilet blocks, picnic shelters), additional beach 
crossovers and walking tracks are some suggestions.  The Reserves Committee has installed 
pathways along the foreshore and a number of crossovers, although there is no support to 
keep these clear of the shifting sand and limited grant programs.  The Ratepayers 
Association has sought a grant to add to historic signage along the foreshore path. 
 
3 - Pathway extension

The popularity of the path installed along Shoreline Drive has emphasised the need to 
continue the 'loop' as a matter of urgency.  Walkers turn into Centre Road, a busy road 
providing access to both Seaspray and the Honeysuckles, where the roadside area does not 
provide a good walking surface and there have already been accidents.  The extension of 
this pathway to the Main Road (or at least as far as the quieter Hansen or Newton streets) is 
urgently required to enable walkers to complete a loop and link back across the park to the 
start of the new pathway.
 
4. - Traders

A major issue for both residents and probably even more so, for visitors, is the lack of a 
reliable store for general supplies and to cater for take-away meals.  Mobile traders are 
generally present during peak holiday periods but other weekends are poorly catered for, 
even during summer, when the store is often closed.  This is detrimental to the whole 
town.  The Surf Club provides an excellent venue but is too expensive for many families, 
especially those visiting for more than a day.
 
5 - Dump point

Self-contained campers and fishermen have caused a number of issues, mainly at the shire 
managed toilet block near the creek.  Fish heads and other waste is often found in the 
toilets and the toilets have used to empty the grey and black water tanks.  There is a dump 
point for residents of the caravan park but this is not offered to those passing through.
 
Happy to provide any further information you may require, and thank you for your time to 
visit Seaspray.  

regards
Pauline
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No. 2

Submission Request for Pump Track at Seaspray

Correspondent Seaspray Reserves Committee of Management
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No. 3

Submission Request to install footpath in Cedar Street, Sale and fix drainage 
system

Correspondent Brent Hanratty

Put a footpath in Cedar st and fix the drainage system (street floods every time it rains) 
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No. 4

Submission Request for $61,600 towards Yarram Equestrian Facility Project

Correspondent Yarram & District Adult Riding Club
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No. 5

Submission Request to allocate funding to address the gender gap in place 
naming and commemoration of women

Correspondent Women in Gippsland
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No. 6

Submission Support for funding of new Terminal/training building and East End 
hangar development at Yarram Aerodrome

Correspondent Yarram Aero Club
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No. 7

Submission Support for construction of Seaspray to Honeysuckles off-road 
walking trail

Correspondent Seaspray Ratepayers & Progress Association
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No. 8

Submission That Council alter its rating strategy so that the farming sector does 
not shoulder an unfair share of the burden

Correspondent John Buxton

Submission to Wellington Shire Budget for 2021/22.

From Buxton Ag 

Buxton Ag is a farming business based at Stratford and Bundalaguah.

We produce wool, sheep meat and beef.  Our product is sold on the export market.  

All of our Livestock are processed in Victorian abattoirs.  

We employ shearers, shed hands and casual station hands at busy times of the year such as lamb 
marking.  In addition to that we employ contractors for jobs such as fencing and farm infrastructure 
up grades and development.

All of our business supplies and labour requirements are sourced locally.  All of our economic activity 
benefits our local community.  

I have attached the history of our rates bill since 2009/2010.

You will notice that the bill has risen from $7958.43 to $16201.61.  In that time, it has doubled.  An 
annual average increase of 8.66 % PA for the 12 years. 

If you look at the attached chart you will see that if a 2% rate cap had been applied as it should have 
been, our rates bill for 2020/21 would have been $9701.28. 

This is not sustainable or justifiable.  It makes us very angry and it also makes us feel very 
threatened.  The question is how much will it be in 5- or 10-years’ time if this trend continues.  In 
excess of $40,000 or $50,000?  It begs the question, are you trying to rate your farmers out of 
business?  

It is impossible for us to budget ahead for this cost which is the biggest of our overhead costs.  

Every year when this bill arrives, we have to adjust our budget to pay it.  This means taking money 
away from productive inputs and much needed capital works up grades.  Or we have to reduce the 
amount, of drawings we pay our selves so that we can pay the rates.  

Now if I could cut a deal with the shire, I would happily pay you half that amount.  I think a figure of 
$8,000 pa would be a fair figure.  

What could we do with the $8,000 freed up by the rate reduction?

As farmers we have to invest in our business.  If we do not the business productivity declines and the 
farm infrastructure starts to fall down around our ears.  So, when we make some money, we do one 
of two things with it.  We salt it away so that we have reserves that will get through the next drought 
and we invest it in the business.  

The nature of our business is that we are impacted by wildly fluctuating seasonal conditions and 
international markets.  In some years we have to sustain big losses and in other years we make some 
good profits.  Our biggest enemy is ever increasing input costs.  
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What would we do with $8,000 if it was freed up from the non-productive overhead cost?  I have out 
lined 3 options below.

1/ At a cost of $10,000 a klm for the fencing contractor to erect fencing that gets us another 
800 meters of new or replaced fencing.  I estimate we have over 10 klm of fencing that we can justify 
doing for both renewal of existing fencing and new subdivisional fencing that would increase 
productivity.  

2/Or at a cost of $140 a hectare for seed to sow (that is without the tractor, fuel, drill and 
tractor driver) we could sow 57 hectares with new hard seeded deep-rooted legumes that have 
roots which can penetrate to a depth of 2 meters.  Now this is really significant.  We are looking at 
plants that have recently become available to us that offer to make a significant improvement to 
productivity by fixing nitrogen, feeding sheep (seed pods) through dry times and contributing to a 
better environment because of their ability to tap deep moisture and add carbon to the soil at 
depth.  This is a win for the whole community.  

3/ Or we could go to the bank with $8,000 to service a farm development loan. If we assume 
that the interest rate is 5% pa that would pay the interest for a loan of $160,000.  Now that funds a 
decent farm development program and all of the money and the additional income generated as a 
result of the farm development program would be spent in our local community.  Agriculture and 
farmers are very good for your community.  

If you were to extend the above examples across all of the farms in the shire it would 
provide a massive economic stimulus to the whole shire community.  

In conclusion I would like to say that the rating system employed by the Wellington Shire where our 
business has been slugged with an annual increase of 8.66% pa is neither fair nor sustainable.  

The rating burden placed on the farming community has been increased at a rate greater than the 
Fair Go Rating System and increased at a higher rate than the rest of the community has been asked 
to shoulder.  

Council needs to re think the rating strategy with a view to ensuring that massive increases are not 
placed on the community and one sector is not asked to shoulder an unfair share of the burden.  

To that end I would point to the proposed set out in the Victorian Farmers Federation submission 
presented to the shire on the 14th May 2021 and the offer of assistance to re think the shire rating 
strategy.

John Buxton
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Total $ Total $ Total $
Address 2009/2010 2014/2015 2015/2016 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 Increase
802 Redbank Road Stratford 5,976.04$  6,241.07$  6,799.77$  7,882.63$  8,523.00$         1,082.86$                 16%
North Alberts Blk Lakes Road 1,040.67$  1,082.38$  1,201.74$  0%
Alberts Balgonie Lane.  The 2 Albert's blocks were amalgmated. 1,040.67$  1,082.38$  1,206.15$  2,227.44$  3,171.63$         1,021.29$                 85%
Bundalaguah 3,178.97$  3,304.89$  3,612.71$  3,920.49$  4,506.98$         307.78$                     9%

Total 7,958.43$ 11,236.35$ 11,710.72$ 12,820.37$ 14,030.56$ 16,201.61$       
Increase 3,277.92$  474.37$      1,109.65$  1,210.19$  2,171.05$         
% Increase 41% 4% 9% 9% 15%

Since Financial year 2009/2010 to 2020/2021 our rates bill has doubled.  16,201.61$       
It has gone up from $7958.43 in 2009/2010 to $16,201.61  for 20/21 financial year. 7958.43
That is an average increase of 8.66 % per year.  8,243.18$         

104%

If the 2% cap had been appplied.                                                                                2009/10 7,958.43$ 159.17$      
2010/11 8,117.60$ 162.35$      
2011/12 8,279.95$ 165.60$      
2012/13 8,445.55$ 168.91$      
2013/14 8,614.46$ 172.29$      
2014/15 8,786.75$ 175.73$      
2015/16 8,962.48$ 179.25$      
2016/17 9,141.73$ 182.83$      
2018/19 9,324.57$ 186.49$      
2019/20 9,511.06$ 190.22$      
2020/21 9,701.28$ 194.03$      Difference of $6500.33.  
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No. 9

Submission That Council adopt a dynamic rating strategy to maintain the burden 
across rating sectors

Correspondent Victorian Farmers Federation
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No. 10

Submission Consequences of the phase out of timber harvesting

Correspondent Neil Barraclough

Dear Councilors,
I am resubmitting my 2018 submission with additions with the passing of of three years.   In the 18 
months following the submission we saw the significant drought that significantly impacted on the 
farming sector and its effect on their income and ability to pay rates.   Since then we have had good 
growing seasons and very good prices for sheep and cattle which has been a savior for the grazing 
sector.

I forecast cooling I the Northern Hemisphere impacting on food production and in the last year this is 
starting to be a problem.
I wrote of impacts of state government mismanagement of the forests and timber industry, it is 
becoming obvious that this is becoming a real problem for the Wellington Shire and affecting on the 
local economy.   There is a likelihood that mismanagement of the timber industry could impact on 
employment and the local economy in Heyfield to the point that will reduce land values and thus the 
ability of the Wellington Shire to raise the level of rates it had anticipated.

Questions that need to be answered, with the state government’s stated intention to phase out 
timber harvesting on public land and the timber to come from plantations, does the Wellington shire 
know what changes this will mean to the rate ability of the land when it changes status from 
farmland to state or other owned plantations?

Commonwealth ineptitude.    I am aware of areas being alienated from farming to grow trees in the 
belief that it will remove carbon from the atmosphere and prevent changes to the climate that there 
appears to be no basis for believing that increased atmospheric Carbon dioxide would cause 
anyway.    Does the Wellington Shire know if this will have any effect on the Shires ability to raise 
rates to the extent that it had from the land when it was family owned farms as it would have 
predominately been?

The answers to these questions need to be understood to understand the consequences of the 
shires spending and the consequences having to raise the rates from a reduced rate base if the 
changes are substantial.

There is a far higher than random probability of a period of severe drought and associated increased 
risk of devastating fires in the period 2027-2029 which could place a financial burden on the 
Wellington Shire as well.    The Wellington Shire needs to minimize their debt to be prepared for 
likely impacts on its spending and ability to raise rates.

I apologize for my submission being a few hours late and hope consideration will be given to the 
issues I briefly raise.
Neil Barraclough
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The energy output of out sun is continually changing as is the strength of its magnetic field and other 
factors as well, the best know part of this is the variation in sunspots on a cycle averaging 11 years 
but ranging from 9 to 13 years. Usually the longer the cycle the less active the 
sun, the shorter the cycle the more active, also the greater the number of 
sunspots in the cycle the more active the solar cycle.

The graphs 1&2  below have been taken from-

http://www.thelongview.com.au/documents/Sun-Defines-the-Climate-Abdussamatov-2009.pdf and 
they show the relationship between sunspot numbers and solar energy output (total solar 
irradiance)

Graphs 1&2

It also gives the predicted solar activity to 2100 showing conditions similar to the Maunder 
Minimum, a period of very low solar activity that occurred during the coldest period of the Little Ice 
Age.    The predictions are based on studies of how solar activity in the past has been influenced by 
the alignment of the planets and how the planets will align between now and 2100, it is very good 
science.

There is also a clear relationship between volcanic activity on earth and solar activity, the more 
active the sun the less volcanic activity.  The graph of the pH of the Greenland Ice sheet below came 
from-  http://earth.usc.edu/classes/geol150/stott/evolution/lastmillenia.html    Volcano’s put large 
amounts of sulphates and other chemicals into the atmosphere that make rain and snow falling back 
to earth acidic, the lower the pH the greater the volcanic activity.

Graph 3

ATTACHMENT 3.1.1

Agenda Special Council Meeting 27 May 2021 43 of 52

http://www.thelongview.com.au/documents/Sun-Defines-the-Climate-Abdussamatov-2009.pdf
http://earth.usc.edu/classes/geol150/stott/evolution/lastmillenia.html


What we think of as normal for volcanic activity is one of the three periods of low volcanic activity 
since 600 A.D. and we are likely headed for the opposite end of the range in volcanic activity over 
the coming decades.   Note the peaks in volcanic activity at the end of each period of low volcanic 
activity, that is likely what we can expect in the coming couple of decades.

For shorter term variations and greater detail  we can look at the graph of volcanic activity derived 
from a study of sulphate deposits in the ice at the two poles-
http://www.ep.sci.hokudai.ac.jp/~yokohata/work/review/pdf/20051214/AN03.GRL.pdf

Graph 4

 

Let’s look at five periods on the graph                                                                                                               
Period 1   Early 19th century, peak in volcanic activity associated with the Dalton Minimum, a period 
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of low solar activity.    First fleeters suffered very badly from the ravages of drought.                                                                                                             
Period 2 mid 19th Century.   Low in volcanic activity.  In the 1850's and 1860's it was a low period of 
volcanic activity in the cycle and high point in solar activity. South Australia was growing half of 
Australia's wheat, much of it north of the Gwyder Line, a line drawn on the map to show the 
expected northern boundary of land suitable for cultivation.  North of the Gwyder Line was 
previously considered, and later proved, too dry for cultivation and pursuits such as growing wheat.  
Written accounts suggest much of inland Australia recieved more rain during this period.  Accounts I 
have been given say Bushy Park near Boisdale had a 32" annual average rainfall, now probably 
around or slightly below 26".

Period 3.  Late 1880's-1920ish. Volcanic activity peaked and solar activity declined, drought gripped 
much of Australia.  Sale's rainfall which averages around 620mm (calculated mid 80's) dropped to 
around 450mm on a 5 year average. 

Period 4  Late 1940's to early 60's. low period of volcanic activity, resurgance of agriculture in inland 
S.A..   Sale's rainfall got up 780mm on a 5 year average (1952) (ref 13).  This indicates a 330mm 
(13.2") difference in the annual average rainfall for Sale, varying with the 70-90 year volcanic and 
solar cycles.                                                                                                                                                     
Period 5.  Late 80's onwards, heading towards another peak in volcanic activity, decades of below 
average rainfall. 

The graph of Eastern Tropical Pacific (ETP) sea surface temperatures from 1880 until recent  
obtained from www.sepp.org/scirsrch/elnino.html shows a relationship between sea surface 
temperatures in the region of the ETP where the warming of the sea surface is associated with el 
Nino’s and the volcanic activity shown in graph 4.
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Two thirds of the earth’s volcanos are undersea in the Eastern  Tropical Pacific, likely varying in 
numbers and intensity, influenced by the same solar influences that are affecting the terrestrial 
volcano’s.  The most probable explanation for the apparent relationship between volcanos on land 
and the sea surface temperatures in the is that variations in the number of undersea volcanos in the 
ETP cause the variations in sea surface temperatures.

On a long term S.E. Australia’s rainfall is closely related to the sea surface temperatures shown in 
graph 5 and we are very likely headed to from a 3 in 1,500 year low to a 3 in 1,500 year high.

Another perspective on rainfall variation over the last century and the start of this century and its 
relationship to volcanic and solar variation is the trend is changes from the decade up to 2012. As 
shown in the Bureau of Meteorology maps of rainfall trend changes from- 
http://www.bom.gov.au/cgi-
bin/climate/change/trendmaps.cgi?map=rain&area=aus&season=0112&period=1900

The 1950’s had the solar cycle with the highest sunspot numbers since 1600 and the highest rainfall 
for S.E. Australia during the period from 1900 to the present.

The first decade of last century was the lowest solar activity with the last decade being the most 
similar, these two decades of low solar activity were the lowest rainfall.

ATTACHMENT 3.1.1

Agenda Special Council Meeting 27 May 2021 46 of 52

http://www.bom.gov.au/cgi-bin/climate/change/trendmaps.cgi?map=rain&area=aus&season=0112&period=1900
http://www.bom.gov.au/cgi-bin/climate/change/trendmaps.cgi?map=rain&area=aus&season=0112&period=1900


If we go to the following link we get an explanation of the planetary influences on solar activity-

http://www.landscheidt.info/images/sharp2010.pdf

The more active the sun the stronger its magnetic field and there are charged particles travelling 
through space called Galactic Cosmic Rays (GCR’s) and the stronger the magnetic field of the sun the 
more GCR’s drawn into it and less enter the earth’s atmosphere.   CGR’s react with atmospheric 
Nitrogen to form the Carbon 14, an isotope of carbon which most commonly occurs in the form of 
Carbon 12.   From the ration of C14 to C12 preserved in tree rings it is possible to determine past 
solar activity, however the C14 to C12 ratio in modern growth rings has been altered by the burning 
of fossil fuels with the carbon being virtually all C12.    The graph below, taken from the website 
above, is a very good indication of past solar activity with questions around perhaps the last 75 years 
only.
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Rainfall could be thought of as following the pink line and the pink line being determined by the 
alignment of the planets.  From now to 2050 the planets will be aligned similarly to how they were 
from 1645 to 1715, the lowest point on the graph.

What we think of as normal rainfall is likely perhaps a one in a thousand year high caused by a solar 
influence resulting from the alignment of the planets.  We appear to be heading towards the 
opposite extreme.

From now to 2100, and in particular from now to 2050 we can expect much lower solar activity than 
what gave us the two decades of low rainfall at the start of last century and this century.  We can 
expect the conditions that has caused local creeks and swamps that have only briefly been dry since 
the 1840’s to  be dry for several decades as they have been in the past as shown by perhaps 50+ year 
old dead trees normally under water.

There is ample evidence of such megadroughts around Australia and the world, one good example is 
quoted in “Recipe for Disaster” by Max Leitch describing dead trees in a lagoon on his property on 
the Murrumbidgee River-

"There is ample evidence to suggest that dry cycles can last half a  century or more.  On my property 
there is a large lagoon about one  hundred acres in area and some 30-odd feet deep.  It has been the 
main river channel at some bygone age, set in the middle of a flood plain  that fills from the river 
when the river reaches 23 feet.  It has been suggested that the mouth silted up but this is not 
possible because the water from the river runs in from both sides and both ends at once. This lagoon 
has been dry twice since white men took up the country in 1840-  once in 1914 when it was dry for a 
few months, and in 1945 to 1950.  It has a local catchment that puts some water in it every year and 
it normally takes ten years to go dry if it is not filled by the river.  The amazing thing about this 
lagoon is that right in the bottom there were quite large dead trees that must have taken at least 50 
years to grow, so it must have been bone dry for that length of time."

I would like to thank Kevin Long for his help in putting this together.

For more reading on the likely megadrought go to-

http://www.thelongview.com.au/documents/MEGA-DROUGHT-DEVELOPING-Kevin-Long.pdf
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Submission to Wellington Shire Budget 2014

Last year I submitted some of my research into climate to the Wellington Shire for consideration in 
formulating their budget as an analysis of the available research on past climate suggests that 
southeastern Australia is headed for extremes in drought to the point that it will significantly impact 
on the shires ability to raise rates from the rural sector.    In that submission I also suggested that 
cooling in the northern hemisphere could significantly impact the world economy and in the 12 
months since I made that submission this has clearly happened.   I am resubmitting that submission 
to this years budget consideration along with an update.

Research that has come out in the last 12 months supports what I said about low solar activity 
causing significant cooling in parts of the northern hemisphere-
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/03/140309150437.htm

Unfortunately most climate research today appears to be influenced by the need to get funding by 
stating a belief that humans have caused the warming in recent decades that clearly appears to be 
associated with a period of very high solar activity from 1940 to 1996 and this usually prevents the 
proper analysis of the findings as well as further research.

Let’s look further at the ocean current often referred to as the Gulf Stream-

It also appears to shift heat from the areas of the Eastern Tropical Pacific Ocean where warming of 
the sea surface is related to atmospheric changes associated with el Nino’s.   A study of south 
eastern Australia’s weather has indicated to me that hot dry weather was far more common prior to 
the period of high solar activity from 1940 to 1996 than during that period and our climate generally 
the least  suitable to agriculture during the lowest periods of solar activity.  This is particularly 
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evident with a study of the climate during the period of low solar activity at the end of the 19th 
century and start of the 20th century.   Predictions of future solar activity for several decades to come 
are far more extreme than this period and the ostrich’s approach of the past will most likely have 
drastic consequences for the future.

The next few years could see a halt to the cooling of the planet with a temporary el Nino warming 
first associated with changes in solar winds and has been predicted to start later this year-

http://wattsupwiththat.com/2014/05/17/sailing-on-the-solar-wind/ followed by a continuation of 
the el Nino associated with an 18.6 year lunar cycles which could start around 2016-17.   This will 
mean drought for our region and also we will be entering the trough of the 11 year solar cycle in a 
few years, following the weakest solar cycle for likely over 150 years.  During the trough of the 
previous lowest solar cycle (around 1912-15) that occurred during rainfall records Sale had 
extremely dry years.

So, the droughts of the past that have caused trees to grow for many decades in swamps and creeks 
that would normally be filled with water are very likely to start very soon and have to be allowed for 
in just about every decision we make in regards to the future economy.
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No. 11

Submission Request for $30,000 funding for the design and cost planning of 
Stage 2 Facility Upgrade

Correspondent Stratford Recreation Reserve Committee
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Meeting declared closed at: 
 
The live streaming of this Council meeting will now come to a close.
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